
United States Department of the Interior
IN IEPLY TEFEN TO

3809
( u-os8 )

BUREAU OF LAND I,,.IANAGEMENT
Sevier River Resource Area

P0 Box 705
Richfield, Utah 8470.l

March 3l, l98l

Mr. J.B. Carter
Georgia-Paci f i c Corporation
Sigurd, Utah 84657

Dear Mr. Carter:

An environmental assessment has been completed for the areas'included in youruPlan of Operations" submjtted February 26, l98l (BLM serial number Uf-OSO-Zp).
Our fjeld surveys for this assessment revealed the presence of a plant species,
Igg:9I-qE aprica, on three of the mining cla'ims identified in your "Plan".
This piant has been proposed for inclusion on the Federal List of Threatened
and Endangered Plants and, therefore, must be protected. Also, we feel thatif the seed mixture ljsted on your "Plan" for revegetation were changed somewhat
the chances of seed germjnation would increase. I^le have'included our recommended
seed ni xture.

We believe the reclamation procedures and revegetation plan you submitted were
adequate. Because of the above findings, however, rve recommend the following'items and changes be added to better miet the reclamat'ion requirements contained
in the Surface llanagement Regulations (q: Cff part 3g09):

l. All l'itter, vraste and debris will be disposed of jn the nearest sanitary
landfill site.

2. During the fall months, disturbed areas will be seeded with the following
seed mix at the rate of 12 pounds per acre:

Indian Riceorass (0ryzopsis hymenoides)
Western wheatorass (Aqropyron smjthii )
tdinterfat (Eurotia lanata)
Bjrchleaf Mtn. Mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus)

TOTAL 121b/ ac

The seed will be range drilled to a depth not to exceed one-half inch. In
areas vrhere drill seeding is not practical, the seed shall be broadcast and
dragged by approprjate means to effectively cover the seed with soil. All
seed will be furnished by Georgja-Pacjfic Corporation.

Georgia-Pacific Corporation wi11, prior to surface disturbing activities,
consult rvith BLM concerning thejr specifjc mining plans on the Gabus Cla'im
#l , and for l^Jestern Claims #.]5 and #.l7. These claims contain popu'lations
of Toi'rnsendja aprica, whjch js a threatened and endanoered plant that must
be protected to prevent its destruction through any surface disturbing
acti vi t'ies.
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l4embers of my staff will be available to ide4tify and flag the occurrence
of these plant species so as to aid in the development of-your mining plans
on these claims.

If_-you can accept these additions and changes to your "Plan of 0perations", itwill be considered approved, as amended. Att future minino activ.ities on your
unpatented claims should then be conducted in accordance with your amended "P'lan",
and in accordance urith the reclamation requirernents contained in 43 CFR 3809.

P'lease notify this office when any reclamation or revegetation efforts are
complete so a joint inspection of the areas can be conducted.

Enclosed is the map you submitted rvith the "Plan". Thanks for letting us useit for our reports.

We appreciate your.cooperation and willingness to comply with the new Surface
llanage_ment Regulatjons. .If you have any (uestions on oi problems with meetinq
any of the re_quirements (including our lmendment to your i'Plan") for surface
rnanagement of your mining claims,-please do not hesilate to contact us.

Sincerely,

'/ e '/-
<-t ",ZerrTcz /et

Area l'lanager

Encl osure
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Georgi a-Paci fi c Corporation

3809 Plan of 0perations

uT-056-2P

Prepared Wrffi
Realty Specialist

Participating Staff: Marian Rivette
Larry Greenwood



Decision:

Rationale:

DECI S ION RECORD/RATIONALE

Approve the Plan of Operations submitted by Georgia-Pacific
Corporation for gypsum mining activities conducted on their
mining claims (as set forth in 43 CFR Part 3809).

Impacts to the environnent could be effectively mitigated
through implementation of the Mitigating Measures contained
in the attached EAR and the reclamition procedures ouilined in
43 CFR 3809.

The proposed action and approved mitigating measures would not
have a significant environnBntal effeit on the human environ-
ment. Therefore, an EIS would not be required for this action.
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I. DESCRiPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

Georgia-Pacific Corporation has filed a ,'plan of Operations,' with BLMfor the'ir existing and future gypsum quarrying operations conducted ontheir mining claims near Sigurd, Utah 
'(see- 

map). This ,,plan,, is
submitted as required by the Surface Management Regulations containedin 43 CFR Part 3809..|-4.

Georgia-Pacific (G-P) has been mining gypsum for several years andprocessing it in their plant at siguio:-'They est'imate thit proven
reserves are sufficient to supp'ly their current .|00,000 

tons-per-year
production for 20 years. Some of these reserves are located on Federal
I and, but most are on fee I ands.

The'ir current mining operations include drilling and blasting at the
top of a gypsum outcrop and mining a "bench" (hiving a face fieight of
not more than 20 feet) along the width and length oi the deposit.
Successive 20 foot benches ire quamied until inusable rock and other
minerals are encountered. To first develop these quarries, a haul
road is constructed to the deposjt from a lemporary dri11 ioad by abulIdozer. Vertical blastholes are then driIied fiom the top ofthe
deposit and blasted. The broken rock is then loaded into thbir
35-ton end.dump trucks by a front end loader and hauled to the plantfor stockpi'ling and subsequent processing.

Access roads are constructed as necessary to both mine the gypsum andto haul it to the processing plant. Some resrading and impi6vement work
qguld be required periodically as work progresses ind as cbnditionsdictate. Trees, shrubs, and other vegetation is removed durjng these
operations and mixed w'ith unused "spoil " and overburden materiil.
Where practical, all disturbed material not used will be re-graded and
seeded to conform to the existing topography. Although G-p 6as not
attempted any revegetation to date, they plln to work-closely w.ith Scsto determjne the optimum methods of revlgetatinq disturbed aieas.
such areas would be scanified, graded, l6veled, seeded, and if necessary,fertilized. Seeding will be done by i rangelana drill during fall montiri.

Regradi!g and revegetation would be done concurrently with quarry operations
and would be completed within one year after comp'letion of quarrying of
a deposit.

ANALYSES OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPA,CTS

49Y"t:. impacts result'ing from this action would be: (l) road construction,(?) blading of quarry sites, (3) rock blast'ing, (4) placement and movenentof disturbed material not hauled to the proceisirig'plant, (5) trash and
debris accumulat'ion, and (6) disruption of some I ivestock graz.ing andwildlife habitat.
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III.

Items #.1,22 3, and 4 would createsoil djsturbance and remove existing
vegetation, leaving a permanent scar.

The subiect action would not impact any Wilderness Resources. The VRMnating is Class III and IV and would not be changed. There would be no
impacts on cultural resources (see attached repoit).

One plant_species,.Townsendia aprica, is 'located on two separate aneasof the "Plan." This plant is on the list proposed to be added to the
Federal List of rhreatened and Endangereo btants. (It is BLM policy to
!fga!-these "proposed" p'lants as threatened and endangered). The attached
T&E Plant Report indentifies the general location of these two areas
where Townsendia aprica is grow'ing. The Report also makes a recommenda-tion concerning the protection of the plant'.

RECOMMENDED I4iTIGATING MEASURES

The operator would be bound by the followino mitigating measures, in
addition to those they have rr-'sted in the,'plan oi opeiations,,and
those reclamation measures required by 43 CFR 3g09:

l. All litter, waste, and debris would be disposed of in the nearest
waste di sposa'l s i te .

2. During the fall months, disturbed areas would be seeded with thefollowing seed mix at the rate of iz pounds per acre:

Indian ricegrass (0ryzops'is hymenoides) 3lb/ac
Western wheatgrass (Aqropyron smithii) 3
l,linterfat (Eurotia l anata) 3
Birchleaf Mtn. Mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus) 3

TOTAL 121b/ ac.

The seed would be range drilled to a depth not to exceed one-half inch.In areas where drill seeding is not practical, the seed should be broad-
case and-dragged by_appropriate means to effectively cover the seed withsoil. All seed would be furn'ished by Georgia-pacific corporation.

3. The-operator would consult with BLM concerning their specific
mining plans jn the two areas identified as c5ntaining'species of
Townsendia aprica. This endangered plant would ue pr6tetted (as
recommended in the T&E Report) to prevent it from being destroyed
through any mining activities.

AGENCIES AND PERSONS CONSULTED

State of Utah
Georgi a-Paci fi c Corporation

(t''tote: This is a minimal documentat'ion EAR prepared in accordance with
Departmental Manual 5.|6 DM 3.4)

IV.



CHffiLIST OF RMUIRED E,EMEI\TTS FDR EAR

l. Floodplains

2. Wetlands

3. Prirns & Unigue Fa:rnlards

4. Visual Resourcre I4arngenrent

5. Aguifers

6. Rivers & Ha:loors 404 pernit

7. Paleontological Resources (Mining)

8. A-95 Clearance
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9. threatened and Endangered

10. Wilderness.

1I. Ardraeology
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